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January Meeting: 

 
Date/Time/Place: Tuesday, January 7 at 1130 hours at the Bluewater Grill in Wrightsville Beach.  

 
Menu: Greek Salad with Chicken, Fish and Chips with French Fries, Turkey Wrap with Pasta, Italian    

  Chicken Melt with Pasta; accompanied with cookies for dessert. 

 
Price: $13 per person payable at the door as choice of entrée is made. 

 

Program: Our speaker will be a new member of our own chapter: Robert Cooley, Jr., recently promoted to   

  COL, US Army Reserve. He is a business, civic, and military leader, who will discuss his involvement in   

  the Wilmington area, and he will present a short history of his assignments in the Army. He is a 1989   

  graduate of the US Military Academy at West Point, a Field Artillery Officer, who was deployed twice to   

  Iraq and once to Afghanistan. He is a graduate of numerous military colleges and he also has an MBA from UNC   

  Chapel Hill. In addition to his Army Reserve duties as Chief of Staff, 352d Civil Affairs Command, he is a  

  Commissioner for the USS North Carolina (BB-55) and he is the current owner of Apple Annie’s Bake Shops in   

  Wilmington. 

 
RSVP: JoAnn Doleman at jdoleman522@gmail.com or tel 910-540-8459, NLT 3 Jan. 

 
February Meeting: Plans are in the works; details to follow. 

 

Message From the President.. 

 

  We were honored to have the Coastal Christian High School Honors Choir at our December meeting. We 

have invited them to our Christmas meetings several times in the past, and each year they are better than the 

year before. This year, they added an instrumental section and a bit of choreography. They performed some 

1940’s music with the dance moves of the day. I wonder how many old Andrew Sisters movies they watched 

to develop those moves. It was a delightful performance by many talented young people. 

 

  In our last newsletter, I put out a call for a new editor for the newsletter. Steve Mannell has volunteered to 

be our new editor and we thank Steve for taking it from Ken Finch. We also want to thank Ken for writing 

the letter for twelve years. This will allows us to keep the news flowing. The various committees we have in 

place are handling the administration of the chapter in an outstanding manner. But, many of our committees 

are a committee of one. We ask for additional volunteers to be part of these committees to back up the 
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current members. This will not be a baptism under fire, but an opportunity to serve the chapter and learn the 

operations. If you want to be a part of this, contact me at johnandmelindas@aol.com or call me at 910-452-

1616. 

 

  We would like to wish all of you in MOAA a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, and we will 

see you at the next meeting at the Bluewater on January 7, 2014 at 1130 hours. 

 

Welcome New Members.. 

 

  We welcome the following new members: 

 

Hemeon, Howard J, III, Col, USAF (Terri), 1018 Fanning Ct., Leland, NC 28451, 910-399-1741 

 

Richardson, Chris, Lt.Col, USMC (Laurel) 3607 St. Francis Dr. Wilmington, NC 28409 

910-769-4287 

 

A Heart Wrenching Story.. 

 

  On November 6
th

, SENCLAND President John Stewart received a letter from a woman in Durham asking if 

there was a way he could help. She was concerned about her 88 year old stepfather who lives on Oak Island 

and had just found out that he had terminal liver cancer and had little time left. 

 

  Her stepfather, whose name is Donald McCarty, is a veteran of the Battle of Guadalcanal and apparently 

very proud of his WWII service – and also depressed since his fateful cancer diagnosis. The stepdaughter 

wanted to know if there was some way John might somehow arrange for an honor guard to pay respects to 

her step dad on what would apparently be his last Veterans’ Day. 

  John went to work and contacted other veterans organizations and after diligent effort, LTC (USA, Ret) 

Tom Blue, Senior Army Instructor at South Brunswick High school said “Yes, we are more than willing to 

do it.” 

 

  Notwithstanding a rather short notice, on Veterans Day, LTC Blue and his JROTC cadets, much to the 

surprise of Mr. McCarty, arrived at his home in their dress blues and full regalia, and gave a moving tribute 

to the old veteran, ending with the presentation of an American Flag folded in the traditional triangular 

shape. 

 

  A few days later a letter of thanks was received from Don’s stepdaughter. She said Don had a broad smile – 

the first smile since his cancer diagnosis, and was very moved by the ceremony. 

 

  On November 25
th

, LTC Blue received another message saying that Don, while surrounded by all who 

loved him had peacefully passed away. A few days earlier, he had related that the ceremony performed by 

the South Brunswick High School Honor Guard was one of the top five memories of his life. 

  What a way to go!! 

 

About the 2014 COLA.. 

 

  If you haven’t already heard, the 2014 COLA for military retired pay, SBP annuities, and Social Security 

will be 1.5%, effective December 1
st
, 2013. It will first appear in the early January 2014 checks. 

 

  The 1.5% COLA will be the fourth lowest since the turn of the century – trailing only the zero COLA years 

of 2009 and 2010, and the 1.4% COLA of 2002. 
(Military Officer magazine) 
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Beware of Holiday Scams.. 

 

  The holidays are a prime time for online fraud and phishing scams. Do not be fooled by holiday-themed 

spam emails that claim to support good causes or offer great deals of one kind or another. These could be 

phishing schemes, and responding to them or clicking on a link that comes with an unsolicited email can put 

your personal information in jeopardy. Here are some tips: 

  1. Look for clues—phishing emails often contain misspelled words, come from unknown senders, and 

redirect to unfamiliar or external websites. 

  2. Know who you are dealing with—never give out personal, financial, or other sensitive information in an 

email, and 

  3. Do not forward the email to others.  

 Her are some tips from the FBI’s website concerning protecting yourself from identity theft: 

1. Ensure websites are secure prior to submitting your credit card number. 

2. Do your homework to ensure the business or website is legitimate. 

3. Attempt to obtain a physical address, rather than a P.O. Box or mail drop. 

4. Never throw away credit card or bank statements in usable form. 

5. Be aware of missed bills which could indicate your account has been taken over. 

6. Be cautious for scams requiring you to provide your personal information. 

7. Never give your credit card number over the phone unless you made the call. 

8. Monitor your credit statements monthly for any fraudulent activity. 

9. Report unauthorized transactions to your bank or credit card company as soon as possible. 

10. Review a copy of your credit report at least once a year. 

 

  If you’re moved by the spirit to donate money to one of the many charities that solicit your hard earned 

dollars, and assuming you’re not sure to which charitable organization you are inclined to donate, check 

them out on one or both of two websites: Charitynavigator.org and/or Guidestar.org. The former rates those 

charitable organizations with over one million dollars in annual revenue. The latter website is not really a 

rating service. Their mission is to revolutionize philanthropy by providing information that advances 

transparency. The more verifiable information charities provide them, the higher their transparency 

certification level and the better you can judge whether or not to donate money to them. 

 

Nearly One Million Vets Face Food Stamps Cut.. 

 

  About 900,000 veterans and 5,000 active duty troops face cuts in their food stamp benefits beginning on 

October 1
st
 as $5 billion is automatically trimmed from the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

(SNAP) program for low-income families. 

 

  “The coming benefit cut will reduce SNAP benefits, which are already modest, for all households by 7 

percent on average, or about $10 per person per month,” according to an analysis by the Center for Budget 

and Policy Priorities. 

 

  “Nationwide, in any given month, a total of 900,000 veterans lived in households that relied on SNAP to 

provide food for their families in 2011.” The SNAP program received a boost under the 2009 Recovery Act 

or stimulus bill aimed at lifting the nation out of recession, but that temporary increase expired on October 

31
st
 as Congress continues to debate a new farm bill which would separate farm subsidies from food stamp 

benefits. 

   

  In addition to the 900,000 veterans, the cut in SNAP benefits will impact about 5,000 presently serving 

military families that currently receive food stamps, mostly from the junior enlisted ranks, according to the 

Defense Department. 



 

Southerners never refer to one person as “Y’ all”. 

 

Obama’s English For Everybody.. 

 

  President Obama, along with the European Commission, recently announced an agreement whereby 

English will be the official language of the European community rather than German, which was the other 

possibility discussed. As part of the negotiations, the British government conceded that English spelling had 

some room for improvement, and has accepted a five year phase-in plan that would become known as “Euro-

English.” 

 

  In the first year, “s” will replace the soft “c”. Sertainly, this will make the sivil servants jump with joy. The 

hard “c” will be dropped in favour of “k”. This should klear up confusion, and keyboards kan have one less 

letter. 

 

  There will be growing public enthusiasm in the second year when the troublesome “ph” will be replaced 

with “f”. This will make words like fotograf 20% shorter.  

 

  In the third year, public akseptanse of the new spelling kan be expected to reach the stage where more 

komplikated changes are possible. Governments will encourage the removal of double letters, which have 

always ben a deterent to akurate speling. Also, al wil agre that the horble mes of the silent “e” in the languag 

is disgrasful and it should go away.  

 

  By the 4
th

 yer, pepl wil be reseptiv to steps such as replasing “th” with “z” and “w” with “v”. 

 

  During ze fifz yer, ze unesesary “o” kan be dropd from vords containing “ou” and after ziz fifz yer, ve vil 

hav a reil sensibl riten styl. Zer vil be no more trubl or dificultis and evrivun vil find it ezi tu undertstand ech 

oza. Ze drem of a united Urop vil finali kum tru. Und, after ze fifz yer, ve vil al be speaking German lik ze 

vanted in ze first plas. 

 

Air Force Academy Makes ‘So Help Me God’ Optional in Honor Oath.. 

 

  The Air Force Academy will make the ‘so help me God’ clause of the cadet honor oath optional, academy 

officials announced recently. 

 

  “Here at the academy, we work to build a culture of dignity and respect, and that respect includes the ability 

of our cadets, airmen and civilian airmen to freely practice and exercise their religious preference – or not,” 

said Lt. Gen. Michelle Johnson, academy superintendent. “So, in the spirit of respect, cadets may or may not 

choose to finish the honor code with ‘so help me God,’” 

 

  Military Religious Freedom Foundation founder Mikey Weinstein, who brought the oath to the attention of 

the academy earlier this year, said the decision is a victory but expressed concern as to how the optional 

nature of the clause would be conveyed. 

 

  “The Air Force Academy is a constitutional train wreck when it comes to religious rights and freedoms,” 

Weinstein said. “We wouldn’t trust them to get the word out on an organizational picnic, much less 

something of this magnitude.” According to Weinstein, tying the oath to a religious test violates the no-

establishment clause of the Constitution. 

 

 

 



 

Forestal, First Navy Supercarrier, Sold for a Penny.. 

 

  The Forestal, a decommissioned aircraft carrier aboard which more than 130 sailors died amid a series of 

explosions and massive fire in 1967, has been sold for one cent. 

 

  All Star Metals bought the ex-Forestal recently for scrapping and recycling. Before the end of the year, it’s 

expected to be towed from the Navy’s inactive ship facility in Philadelphia to All Star Metals’ facility in 

Texas. 

 

  The Navy’s first ‘supercarrier,’ the Forestal was in the Gulf of Tonkin the morning of July 29, 1967, for the 

Vietnam War effort when stray voltage triggered a rocket to launch from an F-4 Phantom on the flight deck. 

The rocket struck an armed A-4 – piloted by a young Lt. Cmdr. John S. McCain III (now senior Senator from 

Arizona) – rupturing the fuel tanks and sparking a chain reaction of fires and explosions on the deck, which 

was parked full of planes. 

 

  The crew fought the flight deck fire for an hour, but other fires blazed into the next day. 

 

  In the aftermath, 134 men were killed and more than 300 injured. The ship was heavily damaged, and more 

than 26 aircraft were destroyed and more than 30 damaged. More importantly, the Forestal fire prompted 

changes to the way the Navy handles damage control and helped improve disaster training. 

 

  The aircraft carrier spent more than seven months in a shipyard undergoing repairs after the tragedy and 

returned to sea for more than two decades.  On Sept 11, 1993, the Forestal was decommissioned and stricken 

from the Navy Vessel Register after more than 38 years of service. The Navy made Forestal available for 

donation in June 1999 as a museum or memorial but received no viable applications. 

 

Military Humor.. 

 

  On some air bases, the military is on one side of the field and the civilian airlines are on the other. One day 

the tower received an innocuous call from an aircraft asking what time it was. The tower operator responded 

with, “Your identification, please?” 

  “What difference does it make?” came the curt reply. 

  The tower operator replied: 

  If you’re an American airlines pilot, the time is 3 p.m. 

  If you’re an Army pilot, the time is 1500 hours. 

  If you’re a Navy pilot, the time is six bells. 

  If you’re an Air Force pilot, the big hand is on the 12 and the little hand is on the 3. 

  If you’re a Marine pilot, it’s Thursday afternoon and 120 minutes until ‘Happy Hour.’ 

 

Navy Defueling Enterprise’s Nuclear Reactors.. 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

  



 

 

  Sailors and Huntington Ingalls Industries shipbuilders are making significant progress with the ‘de-fueling’ 

and ‘inactivation’ of the USS Enterprise (CVN 65) at the shipyard at Newport News, VA. 

 

  Following the de-fueling of the ship’s eight nuclear reactors, the ship will be formally turned over to the 

Navy for dismantling by 2016. Huntington Ingalls is currently working under a $745 million contract for 

inactivation of the “Big E.” 

  The Enterprise completed its final deployment in November 2012 after cruising nearly 81,000 miles on the 

238-day deployment to the Persian Gulf in support of operations in Afghanistan. 

 

  The Enterprise was the first nuclear-powered aircraft carrier; it was commissioned in 1961 and deployed 

shortly thereafter as part of the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis blockade. After de-fueling is completed, the ship 

will be towed around the tip of South Africa on its way to Puget Sound Naval Shipyard in Washington. 

 

  The de-fueling process involves removing materials and shutting down the reactors in order to “button up 

the ship” and get it ready for transport,” said a spokesman for Navy programs at Huntington Ingalls 

Industries.  “Essentially, we’ve got fuel in the reactors and everything the workers need to do to get the fuel 

off, they will actually practice in a training and qualification program. Overall, the inactivation process will 

take up to four years; it will involve the draining of the hydraulic systems, fuel tanks and other fluids. In 

addition, all hazardous materials will be removed and the ships electrical system and lighting will be de-

energized,” Navy officials said. 
 

“To compel a man to subsidize with his taxes the propagation of ideas which he disbelieves and abhors is 

sinful and tyrannical” 

  Thomas Jefferson 

 

PAYMENT OF ANNUAL CHAPTER DUES 
 

  Annual dues are $15 for regular members and $10 for surviving spouses. Please send your dues for 2014 to 

our chapter mailing address at: 

 

SENCLAND Chapter (MOAA) 

PO Box 15207 

Wilmington, NC 28408 

 

Name: ____________________________________________ Email Address: ________________________ 

 

I am including an additional $ _____________ for the JROTC Scholarship Fund. Names of donors will be 

Published in the newsletter and donors will receive a letter of acknowledgment for tax purposes 

 


